
State of Tennessee Information:

All animals brought into Tennessee must be accompanied by a Certi�cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) from the 
state of origin.

No venomous or poisonous animals including lizards may be exhibited or sold at our Tennessee shows.

Species native to Tennessee may not be exhibited or sold unless the seller holds a valid propagation permit. The 
purchaser needs to keep the receipt of purchase. Permit applications are only available by calling Danny Baggot at 
615-781-6647.

The Audobon Field Guide is the o�cial reference book used to determine what species are native to Tennessee. 
(Subspecies and morphs are regarded as the same species they belong to.)

No crocodilians except caimans may be exhibited or sold.

Sale of Turtles:

“Sale of Turtles is amended by deleting the rule in its entirety, including the rule title and the rule authority and 
substituting the following language, so that as amended, the new rule and rule title shall read:”

• Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, it shall be unlawful to import, sell, barter or otherwise exchange or 
distribute to the public, any live turtle(s) with a carapace length of less than four (4) inches. This includes o�ering 
them for adoption or for free with or without the purchase of pet supplies (e.g., turtle tanks, food, etc.)

• It shall be unlawful to sell turtles to anyone under eighteen (18) years of age.

• The following warning shall be posted conspicuously for buyer information at every display of turtles for retail 
sale or distribution or where the public may come in contact with turtles: CAUTION: Children under 5 years old and 
people with weak immune systems (such as chemotherapy patients or those with HIV/AIDS) should avoid contact 
with reptiles. These people can get very sick from a germ, called salmonella, that reptiles carry. Reptiles include 
lizards, snakes, alligators and turtles. Wash hands thoroughly after handling turtles or material that had contact 
with turtles. Do not allow water or any other substance that had contact with turtles to come in contact with food 
or areas where food is prepared. Do not bathe turtles or clean their tanks in your kitchen or bathroom and do not 
have close contact with turtles which could allow direct contamination of the mouth (e.g., kissing, etc.).

• Receipts and record keeping required: (a) For each sale of turtle(s) at retail, a sales receipt shall be issued by the 
seller to the purchaser at the time of the sale. The sales receipt shall have printed legibly on its front or shall be 
accompanied by an informational sheet with the warning statement contained in paragraph (5) above. (b) The 
seller shall keep a complete record of all purchases, losses and other dispositions of turtles. The Commissioner or 
the Commissioner’s designated representative may request these records at any time.

You can �nd the full statute by clicking the link below. Vendors are encouraged to read the entire document.
http://share.tn.gov/sos/rules_�lings/03-13-16.pdf

Contact for Additional State Information:
Walter Cook
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

TWRA Law Enforcement Division
(615) 781-6500, ex 6 for Law Enforcement
walter.cook@tn.gov


